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secretly encouraged the Boxer movement, and there were days, no doubt, when she was frantic at the slow march of events intended to culminate in the destruction of the "foreign devils."
It is said that at that time the edges of the royal temper were very frayed, and that the young Heir Apparent often got the benefit of it.
Just before the Boxer rising he seemed to be heading straight for disaster. From being an expectant Emperor it looked as if he might easily become a deposed Heir Apparent.
And so it eventually happened. For when it was desired to re-establish cordial relations between the Court and the Legation it was realized that this could not possibly be achieved while the son of the notorious Boxer leader, Prince Tuan, remained heir to the throne.
The Empress was not hard to persuade on this point, for she was quite willing to rid herself of the uncouth and ungrateful boy, who more than once had brought her to shame by his disgraceful conduct. So she decided to juggle once more with the laws of succession, and in 1900 promulgated a decree cancelling Pu Chun's title as heir to the throne and conferring upon him in exchange the rank of an imperial duke of the lowest grade.
This worthless youth took his dismissal with perfect composure. He disappeared from the public stage and sank from view into the lowest society of the capital.
After his disgrace, the question of the selection of an heir to the throne remained in abeyance until 1908, when, as my friend wrote to me, it became once more urgent, the cause being the increasing infirmitiesn8                  ' INDISCRETIONS'
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